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NOTICES 

HEALTH 

Temagami First Nation Enrichment Funds 

Friday August 31, 2018 

EDUCATION INCENTIVES DUE 

Fire Ban in Effect 
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Community Information Session 
July 13, 2018 

Members from the MNRF North Bay Office and MNRF Fire attended the 

Community Information Session held at the Laura McKenzie Learning 

Centre July 13, 2018. Garry Harland, the Incident Commander for the 

Temagami Cluster and Rob Baker, Community Liaison Officer, answered 

questions from community members and offered information about 

how the MNRF was working to fight fires in the area. Forty one crews 

were fighting forest fires in the Temagami area, 39 of those crews were 

camped in the bush within 20 kilometres of Temagami and Bear Island. 

The fire crews were made up of fire fighters from all over the country 

and beyond, including Ontario, British Columbia, Newfoundland, 

Alberta and Mexico. 

Helicopters patrolling the area are able to see 40-50km while scouting 

for signs of new smoke and fires. With the number of fire crews in the 

area and a base camp set up at the Sherman Mine, firefighters were 

able to put out over 20 fires in the Temagami Area. The community was 

ensured that the Mine Road is a high value area, and in the event of a 

fire on the road, firefighters would be dispatched immediately to 

suppress the fire and keep the road open. 

The weather is the biggest factor to consider when anticipating how a 

fire will behave, fires that are eating new wood will create the most 

smoke, and once the initial fuel sources are burned the smoke level 

declines. Wind direction is a large factor in whether or not the smoke 

will be viewable and settle in populated areas. Smoke and ash are a 

nuisance but do not start new fires. When the humidity is above 40%, a 

cigarette butt should not be able to start new fires if it is dropped onto 

the ground. New fires are propagated with very dry conditions and 

finer fuels like grasses and branches on the ground. 

The focus of any incident is public safety, this is paramount. The 

resources are available and set up to continue fighting the forest fires 

and continue moving in a positive direction. Emergency Management 

Ontario has had an Officer in Temagami since the Municipality of 

Temagami initiated its Emergency Response Plan. When the town 

declared an evacuation for part of Temagami, it was from a 

recommendation from the MNR to the Municipality. Implementation 

Orders are the responsibility of the MNR and allow local authorities to 

restrict access to areas of crown land and roads. 

Garry Harland, Incident Commander, MNRF  

speaking to over 60 community members.  
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NOTICE 
Attend Council Meetings  

Online 

Regular Council Meetings are available  

online through Webex via smart phone,  

tablet or computer. 
 

Webex Invitations are distributed by email to all Temagami First Nation band  

members, if you are a band member and are not receiving these emails please  

contact communication@temagamifirstnation.ca for login and access information. 

 

Join 
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The Canoe House—60 Years Ago 

Young Girl, Boy Standing, Boy Sitting, Young Lady, Caroline Turner, Jane Roy, Joy, Marlene, Susan,  

Lynn in Stroller, Verla Moore, Standing (Mom) | Photo credit: Marion Turner (Blake) 
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Trip to the strawberry patch July 11, 2018 

TILLIE MISSABIE FAMILY CENTRE 

EVENTS & PROGRAMS 

Introducing Miigwan Jiimaan, the traditional canoe build 

organized by the N’dakimenan Stewardship Program on 

Bear Island. Coordinator Robin Potts invited Marcel Labelle, 

Algonquin and Metis canoe builder, into the community to 

teach traditional canoe building practices.  

On July 28, 2018, the canoe was unveiled to the community 

at the Canoe House. N’dakimenan guides Demi Mathias and 

Michael Cheesequay-Cameron had the opportunity to put 

the canoe into the water for the first paddle.  

More photos from the event on the following page. 

Canoe Launch 
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Robin Potts and Brian Potts  

Demi Mathias and Michael Cheesequay -Cameron 

Shelly Frappier, Demi, Brooke and Amber Mathias  

Marcel Labelle  

Demi Mathias and Michael Cheesequay -Cameron 

Marty Pridham and John Charyna  
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I’m happy to say that the Language Commission continues to 
work on language research and planning language events.  This 
past weekend, July 27 – 29,   John Turner, Theresa King and my-
self,  3 members of the Commission, were able to travel to an 
Algonquin Youth Immersion Camp in Maniwake, Quebec.  We 
went there to learn about their language and their different pro-
jects taking place.  There are some wonderful similarities with 
the Algonquin language and our local dialect.   In particular we 
wanted to meet Shannon Chief.  She is a valuable language re-
source in that area, promoting the language and traditional 
practices.   

The language commission has a few other projects that we con-
tinue to work on.  We had plans to host a language camp this 
summer and unfortunately this did not work out with our sched-
ules.  We are however planning on hosting a Fall Language camp 
for about 4 days late September.   

This past winter we hosted a few language evening classes 
alongside Linda Paul and Nancy’s Craft Nights. 

We’ve also applied for a few different grants since last fall.  We 
were successful with out Ontario Arts Council grant for approxi-
mately $12 000.  With this we have plans to have a guest speak-
er named Will Morin visit the community and present some lan-
guage, stories and teachings.  The commission will also use this 
money to start researching immersion programs.  We will be 
traveling to 3 other communities to visit their immersion 
schools, Akwesasne, Rapid Lake and Mchigeeng.  This will pro-
vide us with the background knowledge of what communities 
have to do to start an immersion program for young children.   

We are also still waiting to hear if another grant through the 
Aboriginal Languages Initiative has been successful.  We wanted 
to work on some resources and initiate more community aware-
ness about an immersion program.   

Mii ska yi! That’s all! 

Miigwetch.  

Teme-Augauma Anishnaabemowin Sagaswe’idiwin  

TFN Language Commission Update:  By Patsy Turner 

July 29, 2018 

By Patsy Turner 
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JUSTICE SERVICES 
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Creators Garden—Medicinal Plant Walk with Joe Pitawanakwat       

June 28, 2018 

What a fun time in Bear Island. That Temagami territory is 
truly something else!! 

We spent a lot of time out on the land exercising ancient 
Anishinaabe interpretive techniques like the doctrine of 
signatures, how to interpret creature/animal interactions, 
and the linguistic significance of plants. 

We ran into some plants that teach us all about the 
importance of creature/animal interactions and how in 
these interactions they teach us how we can benefit from 
the plants. Our model for this on Bear Island was my 
favorite, agongseminagaawashk, salomans seal. 
Chipmunks who normally cannot sit still, use it to focus, so 
we use this plant as medicine for our children who have 
attention issues. 

We also learned about wild sarsaparilla being called 
waaboz jiibik, rabbit root. This plant has no actual 
interaction with rabbits, but rather, it helps you adapt to 
stress. And when you are adapting to stress faster you 

have more energy to spend on "other things" ..like 
hopping. Isn't the Indigenous population the fastest 
growing in Canada? 

Bear Island also had a lot of medicinal plants that were 
outstanding teachers of drug discovery. Over 80% of all 
drugs that have been "discovered" come from plants, and 
the majority of these "discoveries" come from plants 
native to Canada. So we had some good talk around how 
integral Indigenous knowledge is to the pharmaceutical 
industry and the practice of western medicine itself. 

I absolutely loved our visit to Bear Island, we covered 
around 45 species of medicinal plants and drank just shy 
of 11 gallons of tea. 

Being only one square mile, Bear Island was truly a perfect 

Temagami tease. Next time we should get into that 4000 

square mile territory! 

by Joe Pitawanakwat 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS 
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Anthony Rota, MP and Chief Arnold Paul  

Contractors Lodging Building  Chief Arnold Paul and Doug McKenzie  
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FedNor Investment Announcement 
July 17, 2018 

Anthony Rota, Member of Parliament for Nipissing-

Timiskaming, on behalf of the Honourable Navdeep 

Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development and Minister responsible for FedNor, 

visited Bear Island on Tuesday July 17th to announce 

an investment of close to $300,000. This investment 

will enable Temagami First Nation to extend three-

phase electrical services to Bear Island. This infra-

structure will support the new Multi Use Facility 

which will include a business centre, council cham-

bers, post office and the construction of 17 new 

homes and a 10-unit residence for the community’s 

elders. 

The funding is provided through FedNor’s Northern 

Ontario Development Program, which supports pro-

jects that promote sustainable community economic 

development, enhance business development and 

growth, and facilitate innovation throughout the re-

gion. 

Members of the community gathered at the contrac-

tor’s camp dining hall for the announcement and for 

a tour of the contractor camp facilities. There are 35 

rooms in the contractor’s lodging building, which will 

accommodate the contractors from Quinan as well 

as the chef, baker and the housekeeper. 



 
21 

 

Temagami First Nation — Bear Island Blast | August 2018 



 
22 

 

Temagami First Nation — Bear Island Blast | August 2018 

FAMILY HEALING & WELLNESS 
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NNADAP 
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LAURA MCKENZIE LEARNING CENTRE 

Graduating from  
Grade 8 into Grade 9 are: 

 
Keitay Becker 
Angel Jones 
Cylas Paul 
Peyden Mongrain 

 

Graduating from  
Senior Kindergarten  
into Grade One are: 
 

Colby Jones 
Charlie LeFrancois 
Chase St. Denis Peshabo 
Julia Turner 
Madison White 
Markus Panamick  
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HEALTH PROMOTIONS 
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LANDS AND RESOURCES 
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Bear Island Blast Submissions 

The deadline for submissions to the September edition  

of the Bear Island Blast will be August 31, 2018.  

Please email any submissions to  

communication@temagamifirstnation.ca  

or call 705-237-8943 for more information.  



 




